Policy
The attached document provides an overview of Mansfield Shire Council’s policies on approaches from film companies. 

Contents of the policy include:

· Vision

· Scope of Policy

· Strategies
· Strategic Alliances

Procedures
The attached procedures document provides details of how we implement the policy in the event of an approach by a film company to use Mansfield Shire locations. Contents of the procedures document include:

· Film Permits and Local Laws

· Council Notification and Consultation

· Fees

· Council Property

· Equipment
· Insurance and Indemnities

· Risk Management

· Communication with Stakeholders and Community

· Working with Council

· Film Scripts

· Promotional Photography

· External Events

· Enquiries

Review Date

This policy is to be reviewed by Reviewed by (date).

Kaylene Conrick
Acting Chief Executive Officer

Approval dated: Date of CEO Approval
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Background
Interest in Victoria as a location for production and post-production of films, television programs and commercials has increased dramatically in recent years. This is due to a greater awareness of the state’s spectacular and diverse locations, the availability of attractive federal and state-based financial incentives, the comparatively low value of the Australian dollar against the US dollar, the opening of a major studio facility in Melbourne, and Film Victoria’s promotion of the state as a film-friendly production destination.

Mansfield Shire Council recognises the need for a coordinated approach across local government to address the increased demand from the local, interstate and international production industry, and has committed to promoting and facilitating greater access to its locations.

The film and television industry can generate revenue for hospitality, tourism related and other local industries. A powerful secondary impact of films, television programs and commercials is the promotion of the region and the stimulation of tourism and investment.

The following policy has been established for Mansfield Shire Council to ensure that Council maintains a coordinated and consistent approach to dealing with the film companies and that its views and policies are communicated factually.

Vision

To increase Mansfield Shire Council’s profile as a desirable production destination; to advocate and facilitate filming activity in the region; and to generate greater economic benefits while maintaining community amenities​​.


Scope of Policy

This policy covers all areas of the municipality of Mansfield Shire Council, Victoria, Australia, to coordinate filming activity occurring on land under its care and management.

Strategies

The Mansfield Shire Council Film Policy will achieve its vision by implementing the following strategies: 

· Implement, monitor and maintain an efficient and effective process for film and photographic purposes in Mansfield Shire Council;

· Provide guidelines for coordinated information and permit approval service 
for the film and television industry;

· Ensure the film and television industry adheres to the policy and guidelines;

· Provide a high level of service with efficient responses to film and television industry enquiries and film permit applications;

· Monitor the level of film activity to minimise impacts on community amenity, both residential and business;

· Facilitate and monitor the notification of filming activity to residents, business operators and the relevant public authorities;

· Act as an advocate for the film and television industry within Council, to the community and in dealings with relevant public authorities;

· Act as a mediator in the resolution of issues arising from filming activity, if necessary;

· Actively work with key government agencies, including Film Victoria, to effectively advocate and promote Mansfield Shire Council as a film-friendly production destination with diverse and accessible locations.


These strategies will result in a number of positive outcomes for the film and television industry, Mansfield Shire Council, businesses and the community including:

· A balance between residential, business and film and television industry needs and interests;

· Streamlined promotion of and access to Mansfield Shire Council for the film and television industry;

· Recognition of Mansfield Shire Council as a film-friendly and premier filming location in Victoria;

· An increase in film and television productions using Mansfield Shire Council as a location;

· Enhanced reputation and profile for Mansfield Shire Council as offering a coordinated, high quality service;

· Contribution to building Mansfield Shire Council’s capacity as a centre for arts and cultural activities;

· Greater visitor awareness of Mansfield Shire Council’s geographical, environmental and heritage assets;

· Minimised risk of litigation and insurance claims for Mansfield Shire Council, and increased protection for the council’s reputation;

Strategic Alliances

Mansfield Shire Council has formed a strategic partnership with 12 North East Victorian Councils (Film North East Victoria) to establish a provincial film attraction website in collaboration with Film Victoria.

This joint initiative provides the film and television industry with a streamlined tool for accessing information about filming on location in North East Victoria. The website forms part of the broader Film Victoria initiative linking film attraction websites across Victorian local government to its central online locations library. 


To view the website, visit 
For more details on dealing with film companies, see the attached Mansfield Shire Council Film Procedures document.
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